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Ms. Bridget Bohac
Teros Commission on Environmental Quality
Offrce of the Chief Clerk, MC-105
P.O. Box 13087
Austin, Texas 7 87 ll-3087

Re: Public Comments regarding Application by Greenhouse Road LP for Amendment
of PermitNo.l599B.

Ms. Bohac:

On bdralf ofthe Texas Campaign forthe Environment ("TCE ), I am submittingthese
comments regarding the above-referenced application.

The Application should be denied. As noted by numerous arealandownErs and residents, the
landfill is not compatible with surrounding land uses, nor is the landflll necessary. As proposed,

the deign of the landfill will not provide for adequate protection against the contamination of
groundwater and surface waters.

L The Ame,ndment is not Compatible with Surrourding Land Uses.

Expansion of the Landfill is not comp*ible with the character of surrounding land uses

within one mile of the site. According to the Application, there arc9,047 residences -8735
single family wtd3l2 multi-family rmidences - located within one mile of the permit boundary.
In all, more than 53% of the land surounding the landfill is used for residential purposes. There
are multiple schools within one mile of the site, with educational and institutional ground uses

comprising 198 acres within a mile of the site (or 5.5% of the land area within one mile). Cullen
Park is located shortly east of the sitg whictr includes a ballfield complex, picnic areas, a water
playground, and hike and bike fiails. Betty & Jean Schmalz Elementary School is located
shortly east of the site only about 1000 feet fromthe permit boundary. Several day cares and
churches are also located within a mile of the facility.

Additionally, as furlher discussed below, the West Houston Airport is located just barely
more than amile east of the site. The landfill will interfere with the operation of that airfield.
Further, there are approximately 100 water wells within a one-mile radius of the site, with 12

water wells located within 500 feet of the site. Thirly-three (33) of the water wells within a one-
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mile radius of ttre site are public water supply wells drawing from the Chicot or Evangeline
Aquifer.

Moreover, the area roadway network is not suffrcient to support the traffrc associated wittr
the landfill as it is proposed to be expanded.

Notably, the land use analysis presented in the Application only contains information on
some of the relevant factors, without providing any conclusion that the landfill is, indeed,

compatible with surrounding land uses. That analysis does not take into accoult the density of
water wells in the area, which is relevant under the applicable regulations. In short, Greenhouse
Landfill has not demonstrated that the landfill as authorized by the amendme,nt is a compatible
land use.

IL The Expansion is Incompatible with the Nearby West Houston Aimort

As mentioned, the West Houston Airport is located approximately l.16 miles east of the
landfill site. The landfill has the potential to adversely impact the operation of this airfield, and

that potential has not been sufficiently addressed.

ru. The Prouosed Expansion places local groundwater at risk and is premised on an

inadequate subsurface investieation

The base of the landfill as permitted would extend beneath the watertable in the Chicot
Aquifer underlying the site. In some places, it appears that the landfrll is to be permitted to be

excavated to a depth of more than thirly feet beneath the surrourding groundwater levels. The
extension of the landfill footprint would only increase the potential for groundwater
contamination.

Many of the borings identifred in the subsurface investigation are of little use because they
do not extend beneath the excayation depth for the landfill. For exarnple, Cross-Section E-E' in
the geology report only idortifies two borings that exte,nd beneath the depth of excavation of the
landfill. The cross-section for the new lateral portion of the landfill has only one boring within
the landfill footprint that ortends beneath the depth of excavation.

Based on what is known, the surrounding aquifer is very vulnerable to contamination. The
area is currently being utilized as a sand mine, and there are extensive sand deposits at the site.

The landfill will extend beneath these deposits that contain water from the area aquifers.
Because this is a Type tV landfill, the required liner is much less stringent than the typical liner
for a Type I landfill. The waste deposited in the landfill will potentially contain harmful
constituents, such iN mercury from thermostats in demolition waste. Given the large number of
shallow water wells in the area, including nurnerous public water supply wells, the risk to
groundwater is simply too great to allow the increased risk that would result from the requested
amendment.

rv. Local Roads are Not Adequate for the Proposed Landfill.
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